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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
INCREASE IN ENROLLMENT CREDITED TO RETENTION EFFORTS 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University officials are 
attributing an increase in fall enrollment, particularly in the 
number of continuing students, to a full campus effort to retain 
students. 
Of the 10,693 on-campus students enrolled this fall--an 
increase of 239 students over last year--7,423 are continuing 
undergraduate and graduate students, compared to 7,156 in 1992. 
Lou Hencken, vice president for student affairs, said, "The 
increase in the number of continuing students indicates that our 
students think we are doing a good job. It also reflects a 
continued commitment by our academic and student affairs staffs 
to keep student retention a high priority. Their efforts have 
helped Eastern maintain the second highest graduation rate of 
Illinois public institutions." 
Last year, Eastern had more than 2,800 students graduate 
with bachelor's, master's and specialist degrees. 
A breakdown of the total on-campus enrollment of 10,693 is 
2,442 freshmen; 1,942 sophomores; 2,435 juniors; 2,753 seniors; 
and 1,121 graduate students. 
In addition to an increase in continuing students, there are 
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more freshmen and seniors enrolled this fall compared to last. 
This year's freshmen enrollment reflects an increase of 106 
students over last year, while senior enrollment was 192 more 
this year compared to last. Graduate student enrollment remained 
about the same . The sophomore and junior classes experienced a 
slight drop in enrollment . 
Hencken said the number of new freshmen this year, ·1, 584, is 
up from last year's count of 1,446, while the number of transfer 
students is down by 93. 
Eastern closed fall admission to freshmen on March 29 and to 
transfer students on April 19. 
"We are pleased we have been able to maintain a balance in 
our enrollment and that we were right on target with our projec-
tions for new freshmen and transfers," Hencken said. 
He added, "Dale Wolf and the rest of the admissions staff 
did an excellent job in enrollment management." 
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